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Introductions

◍ Superintendent, Ken Geisick

◍ Assistant Superintendent, Moira Barker

◍ TK / Kindergarten Staff

◍ Elementary School Principals

◍ District Nurse, Cristina Lee

◍ Rhythm & Moves, Ann Tafolla & Sydney Field

◍ Treehouse, Jessica Baker



Welcome to SUSD TK / Kindergarten!

TK / Kinder 
Readiness

Curriculum 
& Specials

What does a 
typical day 
look like?



Time to Move with 
Rhythm & Moves



How Can I Help My Child Get Ready?

● Self Help and Self Care Skills

● Social /Emotional Skills

● Fine and Gross Motor 

● Academics



What is the TK / Kinder Curriculum?

● In TK and Kindergarten we work to develop the whole child. We want your 
child to grow socially, emotionally and academically. Our curriculum aims to 
foster growth in all the above areas. We will teach Reading, Writing, Science, 
Math, Art, P.E., Music, Sharing, Friend Making and Conflict Resolution skills. 
We hope that your child will learn skills in Kindergarten that will carry them 
into adulthood. No matter where your child begins kindergarten, we will 
meet them at their level.



What Does a Kindergarten Day Look Like?



● Daily health screening
● Masks
● Handwashing
● Social distancing in (3 ft) & out of 

classroom (6 ft)
● Desk shields
● No sharing of supplies
● Arrival/dismissal

Safety Protocols



SUSD Treehouse On-Site

● Paid Daily After School Program (Dismissal- 6:00 PM)
● Enrichment Activities: Art, STEM, Outdoor Games
● Online Registration Open for 2021-22
● Questions: Email treehouse@saratogausd.org



Next Steps: Registration
and important dates

July 30
Any outstanding immunizations and TB Risk Assessment are due.
Nurse Lee will notify families in summer if vaccines are missing.

By Friday, August 6
Families will be notified via email of their school placement.

 Notifications for creating your ParentSquare account will be emailed.
  

Wednesday A.M., August 11
Class lists and teacher assignment will be viewable in ParentSquare.

Questions? Please contact registration@saratogausd.org, (408) 
867-3424, extension 205 or 0.



Post Presentation Questions and Answers

Due to a technical issue, the meeting was not recorded.
Questions from the Q&A portion of the meeting are 

listed on the following slides.

If you have any additional questions, please reach out to 
the District Office (408) 867-3424, extension 0. 

Thank you and we look forward to welcoming your 
student in August!



Q&A

What can parents do during the summer to prepare the kids to go back to 
school in August for Kindergarten, especially after being online for the last 12 
months.
There are several ways you can help your child prepare:
● Social - create opportunities for your child to meet other children to play 

and socialize safely. Perhaps sign up for a summer enrichment class, 
sports, or visit the playground.

● Independence - as much as our teachers want to be hands-on to help zip 
jackets and tie shoes, with COVID-19 we must observe distancing 
protocols. Please encourage your child’s independence in day-to-day 
skills such as feeding themselves, opening up their food items (milk 
cartons, containers, etc), going to the bathroom and hygiene, washing 
hands, sneezing into their elbow, blowing their nose with a tissue, putting 
on and taking on their mask, tying shoes, putting on and taking off jackets 
and backpacks, etc.



Q&A

Will there be a distance learning (remote) option for school next year?
The state will be providing guidance in late spring or early summer about 
distance learning and what options if any will be available.  As educators, we 
want as many learners back in the classroom to benefit from the full range of 
educational and social experiences in-person.

For the first day of school, do we just drop off our kids? How will they know 
where to go on the first day of school?
In a pre-pandemic school year, parents would escort their child to the 
classroom and then say their goodbyes. The drop off procedure now is curbside, 
where a staff member will open the car door, greet the child, and for younger 
children would assemble them and escort them to the classroom. We will have 
more information about drop-off procedures at the start of school based on 
current state/county distancing guidelines. Rest assured that staff will be there 
to assist your child!



Q&A

When does the TK and Kindergarten program end (pick up time)? What are 
typical school hours?
TK and Kindergarten follow the same schedule. Under our current 2020-2021 
schedule, the school day ends around 12:50.  

In a normal year for the first few weeks of school Kinders and TKers
attend school half-days from 8:30 to 12:10. Extended Days begin after the 4th 
week when Kinders/TKers attend school from 8:30 to 2:10 Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday. 

Every Wednesday is Staff Learning and Collaboration Day (SLCT Day) when 
Kinders are dismissed at 12:10. Teachers use SLCT days for staff learning, 
collaboration time, and professional development. There are also a few 
Minimum Days each school year. Minimum Days are half-days with Kinder 
dismissal at 12:10. 

The district hopes to implement a “normal” schedule for 2021-2022.



Q&A

Where are the TK sites for 2021-2022?
The TK classroom will be at Foothill Elementary. If there is enough enrollment 
to add another classroom, then it will be at either Saratoga or Argonaut (tbd).

What is the earliest I can drop off or pick up my child?
Supervision begins around 8:10 or 8:15 a.m. Your school will let you know. 
Children cannot be dropped off prior. Parents are expected to pick up their 
child promptly at dismissal time. Staff typically have afternoon meetings and 
parent appointments, so it is important that your child is picked up on time.

Tree House is an option if you need after school care full time, part time, or just 
occasionally. Visit saratogausd.org/treehouse for information.

https://www.saratogausd.org/treehouse


Q&A

Are there before school hours for Treehouse? How are TK/Kinder children 
taken over to the Treehouse after school? Are students grouped by age?
Currently, Tree House offers after school care only. But if there is enough 
interest at a school site we may open a before school program

TK and Kindergarten students are picked up from their classrooms by Tree 
House staff and escorted to Tree House. Students are grouped by lower and 
upper elementary but have the opportunity to interact with all grade levels.

Is there a part-time option for Treehouse? And how do we register?
Yes, there are several part time options. Read the parent guide posted at the 
link below to learn all about Tree House, full/part time options, and rates.

Registration for fall is happening now, first come first served. Visit 
saratogausd.org/treehouse for information, rates, and more

https://www.saratogausd.org/treehouse


Q&A

How do we envision COVID-19 restrictions in the fall compared to now? What about 
masks?
SUSD must follow the guidance set by the California Department of Public Health 
(CDPH) and the Santa Clara County Public Health Department (SCCPHD). We 
anticipate learning about directive changes through the summer and as the start of 
school approaches. Updates will be communicated with parents via eNews closer to 
the start of school.

At this time (April 2021), the district plans to follow a pre-pandemic full day schedule 
and have school as “normal” as possible. We expect some some limitations to 
assemblies, large events, volunteers on campus,  etc, based on COVID-19 metrics in 
our county and state/county restrictions in fall.

Students will probably wear masks (if mandated by the state or county) so it is a 
good idea to practice during the summer.

Can my child use a mask chain or lanyard?
Yes. However please ensure it’s a “break away” style that would not cause choking.



Q&A

In a typical school year, what does parent participation or parent volunteer 
look like? How does one become a volunteer?
We love our parent volunteers! There are many opportunities to volunteer 
such as a room parent, field trip driver or chaperone, clerical help like copying 
and laminating, PTA events, SEF, and more. You may sign up to help at your 
school’s start-of-school events and at Back To School Night. 

For the safety of our students, all volunteers must be authorized via 
fingerprinting background check and TB risk assessment. Visit 
saratogausd.org/volunteer to download the volunteer clearance packet. 
Fingerprinting events may be held at your school once school is underway. 
Once cleared, you do not need to go through the clearance process again as 
long as your child is continuously enrolled in SUSD. TB tests for volunteers 
need to be renewed every four years.

On-campus volunteering may be limited this fall due to COVID-19.

https://www.saratogausd.org/Domain/771


Q&A

What happens if I don't get all the immunizations in by July 30?
Your child cannot start school until immunizations are complete. If there is a 
concern please contact District Nurse Cristina Lee at clee@saratogausd.org.

School assignments will not be sent (or schedules for grades 6-8) until the 
immunization record is approved by the nurse.

In a typical year, are there field trips?
Yes! Kindergarten field trips include places like the pumpkin patch, stage 
performances, Hidden Villa Farm, etc. During the pandemic, we are taking 
virtual field trips.

What does SEF stand for?
Saratoga Education Foundation. SEF is a parent-run non-profit foundation that 
helps fund art, music, physical education, science and STEM in our schools. 
Learn more at www.saratogausd.org/sef and sef-ca.org.

mailto:clee@saratogausd.org
https://www.saratogausd.org/sef
https://sef-ca.org/


Q&A

The calendar online showed that the first day of school was a Thursday, is that 
correct?
Yes, we usually start school on a Thursday. For 2020-2021 to give teachers 
additional time for distance learning professional development, we delayed the 
start of the by two days to a Monday.

What is Rhythm and Moves?
Rhythm and Moves provides physical education curriculum that teaches students 
ways of moving so they enjoy physical activity while learning that being physically 
fit and healthy is good for their physical, emotional and social well-being.

Do you teach cursive writing in school?
Kindergarten focuses on forming letters and early writing. Cursive is taught in the 
older grades.

Additional questions about Kindergarten is listed in the TK/Kindergarten Checklist for New 
Families posted at saratogausd.org/enroll.

Or contact the District Office at (408) 867-3424, extension 0.

https://www.saratogausd.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=651&dataid=3087&FileName=Kindergarten%20Parent%20Checklist.pdf
https://www.saratogausd.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=651&dataid=3087&FileName=Kindergarten%20Parent%20Checklist.pdf
https://www.saratogausd.org/enroll

